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Title: General Truths About Cults & The Briefcase 
Cult—Jehovah Witnesses

Introduction: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

10 Characteristics of a Cult
1.	 They claim to have new 	 	 	 	 .
2.	 They claim to have new 	 	 	  of Scriptures, 

or they will come up with new Bible 	 	 	 .
3.	 They claim a non-Biblical 	 	 	  of authority.
4.	 They claim a different 	 	 	  , and most of the time 

deny the 	 	  of Christ.
5.	 They reject Bible 	 	 	 	 .
6.	 They will use 	 	 	  talk and 	 	 	  

Biblical terms.
7.	 They will constantly change their 	 	 	 .
8.	 They have a strong central 	 	  who is their 	 	

 authority.
9.	 They teach salvation by a form of 	 	 	  molded 

to their doctrine.
10.	 They claim to be 	 	  and their claims are proven	

	 	 	 .

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2 Hereby 
know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, 
whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in 
the world.” (1 John 4:1–3)
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“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction. 2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 And through covetousness 
shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment 
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.” 
(2 Peter 2:1–3)

“For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” 8 Look to 
yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that 
we receive a full reward. 9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, 
he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him 
God speed: 11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil 
deeds.” (2 John 1:7–11)

1.	 The Background to the Watch 
Tower Society

A.	 Russelism (Charles Russell, born February 16, 1852, near 

Pittsburgh, PA.)

1.	 1870—While in his teens and with no formal bible education, 
Russell organized a Bible class whose members eventually 
made him the pastor.

2.	 1879—Founded the magazine, Zion’s	
	 	 	 	  , in which he published his own 
unique interpretation of the Bible.

3.	 1879—The first of seven books (six written by Russell) 
entitled, The 	 	 	  Dawn, was published.

B.	 Joseph Rutherford (A few months following Russell’s 
death, Rutherford became the second president of the Watch 

Tower Society.)

1.	 Under him the name, “ 	 	 	  ” was adopted.

2.	 Society’s headquarters was moved to	
	 	 	 	 .

3.	 He then moved toward a “theocratic” control with the power 
to make all policy decisions.
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C.	 Nathan Knorr (Rutherford died in 1942 and was succeeded 

by Knorr.)

1.	 Under Knorr’s presidency the society grew from 
115,000 members to over 	 	  million members.

2.	 In 1961, under Knorr’s leadership, the society published 
their own English translation of the 	 	  
entitled, The New 	 	 	  Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures.

2.	 The Basics of Jehovah’s Witnesses

A.	 It Is a Cult

B.	 It Denies the Trinity, the Deity of Christ, and Person 
of the Holy Spirit.

C.	 It Denies an Eternal Burning Hell.

D.	 It Emphasizes Good Works to Earn a Place in 
the Kingdom.

3.	 The Biblical Teachings that Oppose the 
JW’s Doctrines

A.	 The Issue of “Jehovah’s Name” and the Trinity.
1.	 What is the name “Jehovah”?

a.	 The Etymology – Y@hovah yeh-ho-vaw’	
Jehovah = 	 	 	 	

b.	 Jehovah is the 	 	 	  of the Hebrew	
—YAWEH

c.	 “Jehovah” was coined by William 	 	 	  
when he began his	 	 	  translation of 
the Old Testament.

d.	 YAWEH is not the actual name but a tetragrammaton	
(	 	 	   ) that represent the name which 
no one knows, the Jewish scribes refused to it or say it 
because it was so sacred and holy.
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“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat 
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 
doth judge and make war. 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and 
on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no 
man knew, but he himself.” (Revelation 19:11–12)

2.	 Is Jesus Jehovah God or “a god”?

“And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of 
Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent 
me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what 
shall I say unto them? 14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 
AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I 
AM hath sent me unto you.” (Exodus 3:13–14)

“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was 
glad. 57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years 
old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 59 Then took 
they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out 
of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.” 
(John 8:56–59)

“My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and my Father are 
one. 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus 
answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my 
Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? 33 The Jews 
answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for 
blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 
34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are 
gods? 35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, 
and the scripture cannot be broken; 36 Say ye of him, whom the 
Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; 
because I said, I am the Son of God? 37 If I do not the works of 
my Father, believe me not. 38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, 
believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father 
is in me, and I in him. 39 Therefore they sought again to take him: 
but he escaped out of their hand, 40 And went away again beyond 
Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he 
abode.” (John 10:29–40)

“I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven images.” (Isaiah 42:8)

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9–11)

“For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: 
I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.” 
(Isaiah 43:3)
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“Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have 
chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that 
I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there 
be after me. 11 I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no 
saviour.” (Isaiah 43:10–11)

“Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: 
who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from 
that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; 
a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. 22 Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there 
is none else. 23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every 
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” (Isaiah 45:21–23)

“And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they 
shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all 
flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, 
the mighty One of Jacob.” (Isaiah 49:26)

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)

“And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy 
saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is 
indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” (John 4:42)

“But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, 
which is committed unto me according to the commandment of 
God our Saviour; 4 To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: 
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.” (Titus 1:3–4)

“Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. 11 For the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” (Titus 2:10–14)

“But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared,” (Titus 3:4)

“Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;” 
(Titus 3:6)

“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that 
have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness 
of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:” (2 Peter 1:1)

“For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
(2 Peter 1:11)
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“That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by 
the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the 
Lord and Saviour:” (2 Peter 3:2)

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.” 
(2 Peter 3:18)

“And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world. 15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.” (1 John 4:14–15)

“Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver 
out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it?” (Isaiah 43:13)

“I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own 
sake, and will not remember thy sins.” (Isaiah 43:25)

“But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6 And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” (Galatians 4:4–6)

“Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD 
of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no 
God.” (Isaiah 44:6)

“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;” 
(Romans 3:24–25)

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his grace;” (Ephesians 1:7)

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”(1 Peter 1:18–19)

“And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation;” (Revelation 5:9)

“Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I am the 
first, I also am the last.” (Isaiah 48:12)

3.	 Jesus the eternal Word of God, or is He “a god”?

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made by him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of 
men.” (John 1:1–40)
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“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 
and truth.” (John 1:14)

“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” (1 John 5:7)

“And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is 
called The Word of God.” (Revelation 19:13)

4.	 Is there a teaching of a Triune God in the Scriptures?

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 
(Matthew 28:19)

“But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie 
to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 
4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was 
sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this 
thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” 
(Acts 5:3–4)

“Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall 
not be forgiven unto men.” (Matthew 12:31)

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.” 
(2 Corinthians 13:14)

“Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus 
also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 22 And 
the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, 
and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved 
Son; in thee I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:21–22)

“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.” 
(1 Peter 1:2)

“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” (1 John 5:7)

Conclusion: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	




