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“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.”
(Proverbs 14:34,)

“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33)

C. They Realized

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal
their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14,)

Conclusion
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And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of
Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the
prophets: 33 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 3+ Quenched the violence of
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received
their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:”(Hebrews 11:32-35)

Introduction

1. A Mimicked

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the
Joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and s set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider
him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself; lest
ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” (Hebrews 12:2-3)

“Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead,
and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.”
(1 Peter 1:21)

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” (Matthew 11:29)

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”
(Matthew 16:24.)

A. An Reproach
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‘And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.” (Acts 5:41)
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together.” (Romans 8:17)

“Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times_for you,” (1 Peter 1:20)

. An Ridicule

“‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far
Jfrom helping me, and from the words of my roaring?” (Psalm 22:1)

“But he was wounded, for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)

. An Revenge

“Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will render to the
man according to his work.” (Proverbs 24:29)

“Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but wait on the LoRrD, and he
shall save thee.” (Proverbs 20:22)

“Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children
of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the
Lorp.” (Leviticus 19:18)

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.
20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him
drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21 Be
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:19-21)

“But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite
thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” (Matthew 5:39)

Miraculous

. A Premature
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B. A Prevailing

. They Rearranged
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And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength
is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”
(2 Corinthians 12:9)

. A Preeminent

“For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is
at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:6-8)

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil
shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10)

Moving

. They Restrained .

“Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and

do, and give to every man according to his ways, whose heart thou
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the
children of men;)” (1 Kings 8:39)

“Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and language,
which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made
a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this
sort.” (Daniel 3:29)

“I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble
and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast
Jor ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his
dominion shall be even unto the end.” (Daniel 6:26)

And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth
afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.”
(Isaiah 59:14,)



