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PRAYER AND REVIVAL IN THE LOCAL CHURCH       
INTRODUCTION:  Two Texans were traveling together on vacation. They decided to stop at one of the natural wonders of the world, Niagara Falls. As they took the beautiful drive from Lake Erie to the falls they were filled with admiration and awe at the size and power of the Niagara River. They were particularly impressed with the rapids just above the falls and stopped there to look. From there they could see the massive mist cloud that always hangs over the precipice.

One of the men, having already been there, said, “Come and I’ll show you the greatest unused power in the world.” Taking him to the foot of Niagara Falls, he said, “There is the greatest unused power in the world.”  “Ah, no, my friend, not so!” was the reply of the other. “The greatest unused power in the world is the Holy Spirit of the living God.” 
John 14:12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
The fulfillment of the promise of the Spirit was the fulfillment of the promise of Christ that in this age we would be able through the Spirit to do “greater works.”
“The discriminating student will here see at once the sequel to the great works of our Lord’s earthly ministry and the record of the ‘greater works’ which were to be wrought by the Holy Spirit after His return to the Father.”  (A.T. Pierson, The Acts of the Holy Spirit, p. 3)
THE BOOK OF ACTS IS THE FIRST CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF CHRIST’S GREATER WORKS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE CHURCH.  
Christ promised that His body would receive power from heaven in the person of the Holy Spirit.
Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.
Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
When was that promise to His body fulfilled?  It was fulfilled at Pentecost and then continued on throughout the formation of the church as described in the book of Acts.
“We might, therefore, call this book which we are studying, not the Acts of the Apostles, but ‘The book of the continued doing and teaching of the living Christ by the Holy Spirit through His Body which is the Church.

The study of the Acts of the Apostles will have a two-fold effect upon us:--it will fill us with hope; it will full us with shame.”  (G. Campbell Morgan, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 13)
Acts 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.
WHAT ARE THESE GREATER WORKS?
I. POWERFUL UTTERANCE
The Savior before He ascended promised to give His disciples the Spirit of God who would enable them to be witness around the earth.  It would be a supernatural display of power that they needed to receive.  
Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
A. The Spirit of God gave victory over the fear of man
1. The entire group of disciples were given utterance  2:4
Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
“That moment they were filled, and so baptized, with the Holy Spirit, and the immediate result was that they began to speak.”  (R. B. Rackham, The Acts of the Apostles: An Exposition, p. 17)
“Literally, ‘As the Spirit continued giving them to speak out in a clear, loud voice’.  The verb ‘to speak out clearly’ occurs again in the New Testament only in v. 14 and ch. xxvi. 25.  Peter speaking out before the crowd and Paul speaking out before the king and governor are good illustrations of its meaning.  There was no ‘uncertain sound.’”  (Thomas Walker, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 33)
2. Peter was transformed as he preached on Pentecost  2:14
Acts 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:
3. Peter again rose to speak with courage at the temple when the lame man was healed  3:12-13
Acts 3:12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk? 13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go.
4. Peter withstood the Sanhedrin  4:8-12; 5:29-32
5. The entire church was filled with boldness  4:31, 33
Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
Acts 4:33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.
ILLUSTRATION:  Hudson Taylor told of a Chinese pastor who always instructed new converts to witness as soon as possible. Once, upon meeting a young convert, the pastor inquired, “Brother, how long have you been saved.” The man answered that he had been saved for about three months.

“And how many have you won to the Savior?”  “Oh, I’m only a learner,” the convert responded. Shaking his head in disapproval, the pastor said, “Young man, the Lord doesn’t expect you to be a full-fledged preacher, but he does expect you to be a faithful witness. Tell me, when does a candle begin to shine—when it’s already half burned up.”  “No, as soon as it’s lit,” came the reply.  “That’s right, so let your light shine right away.”
6. Peter dealt with sin in the church  5:3
Acts 5:3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?
7. Stephen’s bold witness  6:5, 10
8. The Holy Spirit sent them everywhere to evangelize—through persecution  8:4
Acts 8:4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.
ILLUSTRATION:  Evangelism must be done where lost people are. An old farmer fishing in a tub of water in his back yard was chided by his neighbor: “Man, there ain’t no fish in that tub. Why are you wastin’ your time like that?”  “Yeah,” came the reply. “I know there ain’t no fish in here, but it’s just so powerful convenient.”

Many churches are engaged in “convenience evangelism,” which is really very little evangelism at all.

a. Philip to Samaria  8:5

b. Peter to the Gentiles in Caesarea  11:12

c. Many others to Antioch  11:19-21
Acts 11:19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. 20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.
d. Paul and Barnabas to the Gentile world  13:4-5
Acts 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.
B. The Spirit of God gave them complete confidence in the Word of God
1.  Peter simply declared the truth without human dependence  Chapters 2-4

“We need only note in passing what sort of a sermon the Holy Spirit used as His channel for such converting grace.  Nothing could have been further from an intellectual or literary display.  It was no essay or oration, elaborated with philosophy, decked with rhetorical ornament.  It was a simple, straightforward address and appeal, in substance a citation from inspired prophecy, with its verification in the resurrection of Christ and the ascension gift of the Holy Spirit.”  (Pierson, p.18)
2.  Stephen unapologetically used Old Testament truth to confront his hearers.  Chapter 7
3.  Paul declared the gospel and substantiated it by a declaration of Old Testament truth.  Chapter 13
C. The Spirit of God brought overwhelming conviction to the hearers
“The conviction was produced by the double witness, that of a man, and that of the Holy Spirit.  To attempt to produce this conviction by the preaching of Christ in one’s own strength, would be to utterly fail.  And it is also true that the Spirit is dependent upon the witness of man.  Where these two are united in witness, then these results follow.”  (Morgan, p. 89)
Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?
Acts 4:4 Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand.
Acts 5:11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.
Acts 5:33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them.
Acts 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
Acts 8:6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.
Acts 9:22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 23 And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him:
Acts 10:44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Acts 11:21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.
Acts 12:24 But the word of God grew and multiplied.
Acts 13:12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.
Acts 17:6 And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;
Acts 19:17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.
Acts 24:25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.
II. PREVAILING PRAYER
“The ‘greater works’ promised to the believer by our Lord Himself are works of prayer grounded in the fact of the victory of the ascended Christ.  These works are promised to those who will pray in harmony with the revelation given in Christ Jesus.  Asking ‘in His name’ is praying according to His revealed will.  Such prayer has the promise of accomplishing mighty works.
ILLUSTRATION:  In 1872 D. L. Moody made a short trip to England for rest, having no intention of preaching while there.  While he was in London, a Congregationalist minister asked him to preach in his church.  Moody consented.  The Sunday morning service was marked by smug, stolid drowsiness, making Moody rue his acceptance of the invitation.  Following his message in the evening service when Moody asked all those who would decide for Christ to rise, hundreds did so.  He was surprised, and thinking that they had misunderstood him, asked them to be seated.  He repeated his invitation more clearly and again hundreds stood.  As a result of the meetings which followed, that church received four hundred new people into its membership.


Moody began to make inquiries as to the secret.  Finally he learned of a bedridden girl, a member of that church, named Marianne Adlard, who had prayed that God would send Moody to her church for a revival.  She had read of his work in Chicago and, putting that report under her pillow, began to pray that God would send him to their church in London.  When her older sister returned from the morning service and told her that a man named Moody from Chicago had preached that morning, the girl knew that her prayers were being answered.  Moody visited her, and she asked him to write his name in her birthday book, promising that she would pray for him every day. 


Some years later G. Compbell Morgan became pastor of the church where Marianne Adlard was a member.  Before leaving England for America in 1901, Dr. Morgan went to see her.  She said to him, ‘I want you to reach that birthday book.’  Hed did so, and turning to February 5, he saw in Moody’s familiar handwriting the words ‘D.L. Moody, Psalm 91.’  She said to him, ‘He wrote that for me when he came to see me in 1872, and I prayed for him every day till he went home to God.’  Then she continued, ‘Now, will you write your name on your birthday page, and let me pray for you until either you or I go home.’  Says Dr. Morgan, ‘I shall never forget writing my name in the book.  To me the room was full of the Presence.’”  (Hiebert, p. 21-22)
A.  Prayed for the Promise of the Spirit
        1.  Key for the "Greater Works"
Acts 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
“The expression is a strong one ‘they continued persisting earnestly in prayer.’  The verb is used again of unwearied continuance in prayer in ii.42. . . .”  Walker then goes on to speak of the content of the prayer as “. . . definite prayer for the gift of the Holy Ghost, that being the great and immediate need before them (v. 4).”  (Walker, pp. 14-15)
Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
2.  Revealed their complete dependence on the power of the Spirit accessed through prayer
B.  Prayed with persistence
Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
· God gave opportunities for great ministry even as they were meeting to pray
Acts 3:1 Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.  2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;
· God led to pray for others to open great new doors of ministry
Acts 10:9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour:
ILLUSTRATION:  “J Hudson Taylor, founder of the China Inland Mission, noticed the wonderful work of grace in connection with one of the stations of the mission.  The number and spiritual character of the converts there had been far greater than at other stations, although the consecration of the missionaries at the other stations had been just as great as that of the more fruitful place.  This situation remained a mystery to Hudson Taylor until, on a visit to England, he discovered the secret.  At the close of one of his addresses, a man from the audience came forward to make his acquaintance.  In the conversation which followed, Taylor was surprised at the accurate knowledge the man possessed concerning the fruitful mission station.

‘But how is it,’ Taylor asked, ‘that you are so conversant with the conditions of that work?’ 


‘Oh,’ he replied, ‘the missionary there and I are old college mates, and for years we have regularly corresponded.  He has sent me names of inquirers and converts, and these I have daily taken to God in prayer.’


At last the secret was found:  a praying man at home daily and definitely interceding for specific cases on the field!”  (D. Edmond Hiebert, Working With God Through Prayer, p. 17)
C.  Prayed for boldness
1.  They did not pray for deliverance but for power to do the greater works of proclaiming the Gospel with power.
Acts 4:29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,

31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
2.  They received great liberty to serve the Lord after the second confrontation with the council
Acts 5:41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.
D.  Prayer is a key essential for “greater works” leadership
      1.   Leadership delegated the ministry so that they could pray
Acts 6:4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.
      2.  Leadership sought the Lord for guidance from the Holy Spirit
Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.
“This 13th chapter of the Acts must be set side by side with Matthew 9:38.  There we have the precept and principle:  ‘Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His harvest.’  Here we have the practice and example:  a praying church and the divine calling out and sending forth of workers.  No doubt this church, so largely gathered for the Gentiles, would be more likely to be peculiarly drawn out in sympathetic intercession for the Gentiles.  And here we see the way in which the Lord supplies workers when the church offers believing prayers.”  (Pierson, p. 75)
3.  Leadership depended on prayer to guide in the placement of new leadership
Acts 14:22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.
4.  Leadership depended upon the Lord to protect the church
Acts 20:36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.
E.  Prayed for miraculous deliverance
1.  When Peter was in prison
Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.
          2.  Peter’s prayer for Tabitha
Acts 9:40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up.
3.  Paul and Silas’ deliverance from prison
Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.
4.  Paul’s prayer for Publius
Acts 28:8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him.
F.  Prayer made the Holy Spirit’s presence personal and real
Acts 7:55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
Acts 27:23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,
ILLUSTRATION:  Grandmother’s prayer
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
Individual and corporate prayer 
· Corporate prayer meetings set up for all levels of leadership

· Revival prayer meetings established
“We live in a day characterized by the multiplication of man’s machinery and the diminution of God’s power.  The great cry of our day is ‘Work, work, work!  New organizations, new methods, new machinery.’  The great need of our day is prayer.  It was a master-stroke of the devil when he got the Church to generally lay aside this mighty weapon of prayer.  The devil is perfectly willing that the Church should multiply its organization, and deftly-contrived machinery for the conquest of the world for Christ, if it will only give up praying.

There is a great need for more intercessors in vital union with their ascended Lord, who will agonize inside the veil for the deliverance of the Church from its spiritual ‘slump.’”  (James A. Stewart, Opened Windows:  The Church and Revival, pp. 133-134)
· Wednesday night services devoted primarily to the teaching about prayer and the practice of corporate prayer.

· Decisions of the church made through the agreement that comes through corporate prayer.  The development of faith will be cultivated through the working of the Spirit in corporate prayer

· Spirit-filled individual intercession encouraged and overseen.
III. PROVIDENTIAL GUIDANCE
Referring to the call of Barnabas and Saul for the first missionary endeavor to the Gentiles Rackham writes, “At this paschal season, then, in the spring of A.D. 46 the Holy Spirit ordered Barnabas and Saul to be set apart.  The form of expression here, as in the tenth chapter and elsewhere, is a strong testimony to the personality of the Holy Spirit and to his divine nature.  The Spirit was to be the guide of the church; and it is just at the critical points in the road that we find him making his guidance most manifest.”  (Rackham, p. 191)
A.  The Spirit of God gave clear direction for the ministryHow to handle the opposition of the Jewish leadership
Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel,

1.  The wisdom to handle church discipline
Acts 5:3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God
         2.  A consciousness of His presence as a person
Acts 5:32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
3.  Specific directions were given to individuals 
· Philip
Acts 8:26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.
Acts 8:39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.
· Ananias
Acts 9:10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.
· Peter
Acts 10:19 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 20 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.
· Paul
Acts 16:7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.  9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.
Acts 18:9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city. 11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.
Acts 20:22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.
Acts 23:11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.
Acts 27:23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.
B.  The Holy Spirit specifically leads His church
1.  Direction for missionary endeavor
Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.
“But we are not told through which of them the Spirit spoke.  The method of the Spirit is ever that of obscuring the instrument.  In these days of worship and of fasting, one of their number probably rose and spoke, and immediately in the whole assembly there was unanimity, absolute conviction that this was the mid of the Spirit.  If we will place ourselves at the disposal of the Spirit He will lead and guide us to-day in the same way as He has ever done, guiding definitely, immediately, positively making known His will.  ‘The Spirit said.’  Oh the dignity, the grandeur of this statement!  Are we listening for His voice, as these men listened?”  (Morgan, p. 311)
2.  Direction for application of truth
Acts 15:28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.
Acts 15:22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren:
Acts 6:5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:
CONCLUSION:  
· “Greater works” should be the norm for the twenty first century church.

· “Greater works” should be the standard for our churches today.
“Church of Christ!  The records of these acts of the Holy Spirit have never reached completeness.  This is the one book which has no proper close, because it waits for new chapters to be added so fast and so far as the people of God shall reinstate the blessed Spirit in His holy seat of control.  He will occupy no disputed throne and exercise no divided sovereignty.  He will tolerate no ‘idols of the tribe, the den, the marketplace, the theater’ (Frances Bacon) in His courts.  A worldly and unspiritual church is a church that practically does not have the Spirit.  Not to have the Spirit is to languish, to have a name to live while dead (see Revelation 3:1), to lose light and life, truth and love, peace and power.”  (Pierson, p, 116)

