Letting God Mold Your Future

Isa 64:1 ¶ The earth is changed at the presence of God - as he did in mount Sinai.
2 All peoples of the earth terrible at the presence of God - the rain, hail, fire, thunder and lightning.
3 Mountains move at the presence of God. – like the earth quaking 
4 For since the beginning of the world, men have been trying to comprehend all that God is to him. 
5 It would be nice if you could be good enough but we can’t even come close.
6 ¶ Even our good are as disease covered rages, and if it is not dealt with will be our demise. 
7 It seems that there are few who trust God; there are no signs of God in their lives. 

Text: Isaiah 64
8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.

Three essentials to being a moldable Christian:


I. We Fail! 
8a we are the clay

Key phrase – Its always my Bad!

A. Why Am I So Dirty? 

At best

I know first hand that clay is unclean but there is something much dirtier than clay and that is found in verse 6

6 ¶ But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
This was legally unclean

Matthew Henry - Sin is that abominable thing which the Lord hates. Our deeds, whatever they may seem to be, if we think to merit by them at God's hand, are as rags, and will not cover us; filthy rags, and will but defile us.

Ps 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Rom 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Rom 3:23
		Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
		Some men must follow, some command, though all are made of clay 
	
		
B. Why Is Life So Hard? 

Clay is unable to become something on its own. 

It needs gentle hands and water.

We often thing that because we are in motion our life has meaning, but motion does not mould us…our Master moulds us. 

Later we will look at the Hands 

What is the water…the word of God 

Clay is useless without water 

We are useless spiritually without the word of God 

Eph 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

"What I do with the Bible will determine what God does with me."

A clay pot in the sun will always be a clay pot, it has to go through the white hot heat of the furnace to become porcelain 


II. God Forms 
8b But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; 
		
		Edward Fitzgerald 
		Who is the potter, pray, and who the pot 

Key phrase –He’s Always Right

Heb. 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

		Sin = enjoy now; pay later

“The problem with living life in the fastlane--you get to the toll booth quicker.”  

One day we are all going to stand before God…and the toll is too great. 

9 Be not wroth very sore, O LORD, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people.

“Life is short, death is sure, sin the cause, Christ the cure.”  

2Cor 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Our Creator is going to hold us accountable to the plan He has given. 

		For salvation
	APP – not the church, a feeling, an experience, or a prayer.  

		For after Salvation 
		APP – His plan is holiness, 

A. God Makes 
De 32:6 Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and established thee?

Are you going to get angry with God because something didn’t go your way?

B. God Molds

We are the Potter’s clay 

Ro 9:21 Hath not the potter power over the clay

How soft are you?

1. The speed of the wheel 
2. The shaping of the clay 
3. The severity of the heat  


III. God Finishes
8c But now… we all are the work of thy hand

The name “Isaiah” is derived from the Hebrew Yeshayah, meaning “Salvation of YA[hwe]H.”

Salvation was just the start 

Key phrase –God always does more!


A. Don’t Wait 
But now

My Future starts right now 

He did not say but yesterday 

Every second is one step closer to the end

 No matter what your past, your greatest gift is the present. 

Don’t limit your future by living in the past 

Yesterday ended last night

Today is a new day! 

Ben Franklin – One today is worth two tomorrows; what you are to be you are now becoming 

John Maxwell – Successful people make right decisions early and manage them daily 

You will never change your life until you change something you do daily

The only adequate preparation is the right use of today

John Wooden – 
But coach I can’t…I have been struggling with…What about now?

When the opportunity comes, it is too late to prepare

B. Don’t Waste 
we all are the work

If you do the work, you won’t like the outcome. 

God’s work is always better 

This is a continuing work…the work 

We are all a piece of work

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rushmore's granite faces tower over 5,500 feet above sea level.
• The carvings are scaled to men who would stand 465 feet tall.
• Each President's head is as tall as a six-story building.
• Over 800 million pounds of stone was removed from Mount Rushmore during the construction.
• Workers have to climb 506 steps to reach the top of Mount Rushmore each day to work.
• The president's noses are 20 feet long, their mouths 18 feet wide, and their eyes are 11 feet across!
• No deaths occurred during the whole period of carving, just a few minor injuries despite the heights they had to deal with and the use of a huge amount of dynamite for construction.
• Thomas Jefferson was originally started on George Washington's right. However, after 18 months they realized that it was not working. Jefferson's face was dynamited off and carved on the other side.
• The sculpture cost $989,992.32 to build.
• There is a cave behind the carving called the "Hall of Records." It was intended to house the story of Mount Rushmore but was never completed due to lack of funding.
• The estimated erosion rate is 1 inch every 10,000 years.
• The designer chose the south-facing slope of this 5,725-foot mountain so that his sculpture would remain in sunlight throughout the day.
• Workers carved 90 percent of the monument with strategically placed charges of dynamite. They shaped the rest of it with air hammers.

C. Don’t Worry 
of thy hand

The hand of God is seen all throughout scripture 

Man alone has a hand. He uses it as a tool, as a symbol, and as a weapon. A whole literature of legend, folklore, superstition, and myth has been built up around the human hand. As an organ of performance it serves as eyes for the blind, the mute talk with it, and it has become a symbol of salutation, supplication, and condemnation. The hand has played a part in the creative life of every known society

