Rescuing Drifting Christians
Toby Weaver

Text: Nehemiah 4:10; I Cor. 3:1-3
Moses, Abraham, Aaron, the disciples and so many other have drifted.
I. Why are they drifting? What causes that?


1. Nehemiah 4:10 A loss of spiritual strength.


Neh. 4:6 – the “new” wore off.

2. Nehemiah 4:6 A loss of spiritual confidence.


The word in verse 6 “mind” means heart.



Lose your heart, lose your vision. Prov. 4:23; Jer. 17:9; I Peter 3:4

3. Nehemiah 4:11 A loss of spiritual security. Adversaries!!
Our goal is to rescue – Jeremiah 24:7
There are 4 kinds of hearts – Matthew 18

1. The hard heart. Did not receive God’s Word. No fruit.

2. The shallow heart. Emotional, no depth. No fruit.

3. The crowded heart. Lack of repentance and sin crowds out God’s Word.

4. The fruitful heart. Takes root and is productive.
Psalm 84:5-6
II. So what is the cure? We do not want thumb-sucking Christians !!!!!
I Cor. 3:1-3

Galatians 5:7-10; 5:16
We know that we have folks that are the following:

1. Under the power of the flesh.


2. Can’t absorb spiritual truth.


3. Need constant babysitting.


4. Too sensitive



a. Excitement over exhortation



b. Activity over admonition



c. Parties over preaching.



d. Liberty over responsibility



e. Milk over meat.



f. Wants over needs.



g. Delight over doctrine.



h. Comfort over convictions.



i. Happy over holy.



j. Grace over godliness.



k. Music over message.
Instead of revival room, we have romper room.
So what do we do?
We lovingly confront. A wise shepherd will know the sheep. This kind of oversight requires courage. Courage to face brutal facts and to deal with delicate people. Prov. 27:23 This kind of action will require a strategy. Remember the mission is to have compassion and resolution.
Key Words:

1. Sharpen Prov. 27:17


3 types of leaders: neglectors, fighters, restorers

2. Assure Prov. 17:17

3. Participate Prov. 18:24

4. Rejoice (My sharp tongue will cut my own throat.)

5. Spark Prov. 27:6

6. Forgive and Forget Our motivation is grace. You will gain influence and respect.
Results – prayerfully

1. A brother/sister is gained.
2. A greater problem is avoided.
3. A misunderstanding or wound is healed.
4. A ministry become more effective.
