Maintaining a servant's heart while balancing church and family responsibilities

Introduction:

What balance is not:  living without  pressure					
*Proverbs 16:11  A just weight and balance are the LORD'S: all the weights of the bag are his work.

What balance is:	pleasing God while carrying my God-given responsibilities	 
*Proverbs 11:1 A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight.

1.	Understanding the Role of a Servant
*Matthew 10:24  The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.

	4 truths about the Master
1. He owned everything
2. He owned the servant
3. His will was priority
4. He owed the servant nothing


	4 truths about the Servant
1. He owned nothing
2. His life was not his own
3. His sole purpose was the will of the master
4. He owed the master everything


2.	Accepting my Responsibility to God
	Luke 12:40-48

a. My family
· Husband
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Ephesians 5:33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.
· Children
*Deut. 6

b.  My church
*I Peter 4:10-11 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
· Ministry
· Influence

3.	Identifying the Requirements for Balance

a. A focus on the priorities

Proverbs 20:6  Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?

“Random acts of greatness pale in comparison to habitual acts of faithfulness.”

b. A freedom from entanglements

2 Tim 2:4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

Matt 6:24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
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