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Proverbs 3:9-10
9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, And with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, And thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

Introduction
The manifold blessings of putting God first.

1. The Benefits of Understanding God’s Ownership.
         A. The earth belongs to the Lord. Ps. 24:1

         B. I belong to the Lord.  1 Corinthians 6:19-20

My family

My career

My substance

My cares

My victories
            C. My abilities come from the Lord. Deuteronomy 8:18

          D. God does not need our money. Psalms 50:12

                            * We need the work that God wants to do in our lives

  2. The Importance of the Firstfruits.
        A. Teaches the child of God to put Him first.
        B. Requires faith.

        C. Faith will be tested

        D. The trying of their faith is rewarded.

        E. A strengthened faith (improves) all other aspects of their spiritual walk.

             F. Christ becomes sweeter to us as we worship in giving. Our hearts will follow our treasure. Matt. 6:21

 3. The Promises to claim
     Note: God’s promises, while conditional, are not selective, God is no respecter of persons.

A. Our needs are met. Pr. 3:9-10; Phil. 4:19

B. God provides more so that we can give more. 2 Cor. 9:8-10

C. Rewards here, Pr. 3:10, and most importantly, in our heavenly home, Matt. 6:20;1 Cor. 3:11-14

4. The Reality of Rewards.
           A. Christ appeals to our self-interest, “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break though nor steal.” Matt. 6:20

            B. We will all give an account for all things done in the body, both good and bad. 2 Cor. 5:10

            C. What is done for Christ shall be rewarded. “…he shall receive a reward.” 1 Cor. 3:14; 2 John 8

            D. We want to hear, “Well done”, but not every Christian will.

                     > Today, is the day to honor the Lord! Our lives are as vapours, and there’s no second chance once our sojourning is over.

 5. Obstacles to Overcome.
       A. Lack of eternal perspective.

           Without a doubt, the single greatest contributor to our inability to see money and possessions in their true light is our persistent failure to see our present lives through the lens of eternity – Randy Alcorn, Money, Possessions, and Eternity
       B. Materialism, includes covetousness and idolatry.

       C. Trusting in riches. 1 Tim. 6:17;Pr. 11:28;Pr. 23:4-5

       D. The Love of the world. 1 John 2:15

· Conclusion: The cause of Christ is furthered, Christians grow in faith, lost souls are reached, the needs of ministry are met as more Missionaries are sent, churches buildings built, buses are purchased, schools established; when God’s resources are given through God’s people.
